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OF WOMEN 
AND CRIME EWS 
A DIVISION OF AMERICAN SOCIETY OF CRIMINOLOGY 
Volume 1, Number 1 
From the editor: 
NEW DIVISION NEWSLETTER 
MAKES ITS DEBUT! 
Welcome to the first 
edition of the new 
Division newsletter! 
After many years of highly 
dedicated service by founder Nanci 
Koser Wilson, the newsletter of the 
Division on Women and Crime is 
suddenly in new hands. 
According to our Division 
constitution, the responsibility 
for production of a newsletter 
falls to the vice-chairperson. By 
virtue of having been recently 
elected to that position, I thus 
assume duties as editor with this 
issue. My job will be to collect, 
sift and edit all the materials the 
rest of you send me! Much of the 
work will be done on computer, 
which means that eventually a more 
sophisticated look should be 
possible with some specialized 
software I'm getting. 
While editorial oversight, 
composition, graphics and layout 
will be handled here in Florida, 
actual printing and mailing will be 
done by Anna Kuhl at San Jose State 
University in California. If this 
long-distance arrangement works, we 
will have not only an academically 
diverse publication, but a truly 
cross-continental one as well! 
The copy you are holding in your 
hands now is the first experimental 
effort. So, let us know what you 
think! For editorial comments, news 
or other contributions, contact me 
(904-646-2850); for printing or 
mailing questions call Anna (408-
277-2993). We'll be looking forward 
to hearing from YOU! 
by ' Chris Rasche 
Spring 1987 
DIVISION MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 
First the good news: according 
to figures compiled by Sara Hall, 
the Division had 165 members in 
good standing in 1986. 
Now the bad news: as of mid-
February 1987, Sara had received 
renewals from only 88 persons! 
If you are guilty of not having 
sent in your Division dues for 
1987, don't wait any longer! Renew 
now! A special Division membership 
form has been included in this 
issue to assist you, or for you to 
pass along to a friend or 
colleague. 
Don't delay--
we are using the 
1986 list for 
mailing out this 
debut edition of 
the newsletter, but 
future issues will go to our dues-
paying Division members only. That 
is only fair, isn't it? 
So don't be late! Renew today! 
FOUND HERSTORY: THE LIFE AND 
WORK OF ANNA M. KROSS 
by Clarice Feinman 
Anna M. Kross was Commissioner 
of Corrections for the City of New 
York from 1954 to 1966. 
Anna Kross graduated from New 
York University Law School and was 
admitted to the New York State Bar 
in 1912. She was appointed in 1918 
to the Corporation Council of the 
City of New York, after which she 
helped to reorganize the Family 
Court and the Domestic Relations 
Court in the city. She founded the 
Adolescent Court, Wayward Minors 
Court and the Home Term Court, and 
she became the first magistrate of 
(continued on page 3) 
ROM THE DIVISION CHAIRPERSWO ••• . 
by Phyllis Jo Baunach 
With the 1986 annual ASC 
meetings, the Division marked a 
But here are some tidbits from 
the meeting to wet your appetite: 
* Three women's divisions in 
other organizations have responded 
to our invitation to network. There 
was concensus that the Division 
should continue its efforts to 
network with as many other women's 
groups as possible. 
major milestone. Ten years ago, a 
small group of women met informally 
in a hotel room in Atlanta during 
the ASC meetings to discuss the 
creation of a forum to address 
issues of women as professionals in 
the criminal justice system, and of 
those conducting research on gender 
and crime. From that seed grew 
first a women's caucus, and then 
the Division on Women and Crime. 
With this newsletter, the 
Division hopes to enhance our 
networking by sharing information 
on research, recent publications, 
other organizations which pursue 
these issues, and anything else of 
interest to those in this field. 
All ASC members, regardless of 
gender, who share an interest in 
issues on gender and crime are 
cordially invited to join with us. 
If you would like to know more 
about the Division, you may obtain 
a copy of our new brochure which 
describes our interests and 
activities by contacting Sara Hall 
(614-292-9207). Or you may feel 
free to contact me directly 
(202-724-7755). Welcome!~ _,,,,....,;::::::; 
~~ 
1986 DIVISION BUSINESS ~.· 
MEETING HELD IN ATLANTA ~ 
The Division on Women and Crime 
held its annual business meeting 
during the ASC conference in 
Atlanta on the morning of October 
31, 1986 .. 
It was a full and interesting 
meeting, lasting all morning and 
covering a wide variety of topics 
and issues.Intact, a full 
presentation of the complete 
minutes from that meeting would 
take up all the space available in 
this newsletter! 
In the future, with smaller 
print or more pages, we may well 
wish to literally reproduce the 
minutes from the annual meeting. 
For now, however, most of the 
specific pieces of business from 
that meeting will be presented as 
separate news items in this and 
subsequent newsletter issues. 
* Meda Chesney-Lind reported 
on behalf of the Fellows Committee 
·that Rita Simon was elected as ASC 
Fellow for 1986. Meda will also be 
on the Fellows Committee in 1987 
and would like to receive resumes 
from Division members. Rosemarie 
Sarri has already been nominated 
for the 1987 award. 
* There was a discussion re-
garding the best plan for helping 
women candidates to get elected to 
ASC offices. The Division voted to 
employ the League of Women Voters 
Approach in supporting future 
candidates for office in ASC. 
* P.J. Baunach introduced the 
newly elected Division vice-chair, 
Chris Rasche, and secretary, 
Clarice Feinman. Election of a new 
Chairperson will take place this 
year, by ballot during regular ASC 
elections. But elections were held 
during the meeting for the three 
Division Executive Counselors, and 
Merry Marash, Donna Hale and Lynne 
Goodstein were elected. 
More news from the annual 
meeting to come---watch for it! 
r- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -, 
THE MEMBERSHIP FORM 
Gosh, yes! I want to join the 
Division and keep on receiving this 
newsletter! I understand that I 
must be a member of ASC in good 
standing to join. Count me in! 
Please make check for $5.00 payable 
f to The American Society of 
I Criminology. Remit to Sara Hall, 
Division on Women and Crime, 1314 
I Kinnear Rd., Columbus, Ohio 43212. I 
I Call 614-422-9207 for information. _J 
'-----------------
Anna Kross (continued from page 1) 
the Home Term Court in 1946. 
Her first contact with the New 
York City Department of Corrections 
(NYCDOC) was through the Prison 
corrunittee, a group that supplied 
clothes for women discharged from 
city prisons. She became interested 
in the plight of female of fenders 
and organized the Women Lawyer's 
Association to defend these women. 
As Commissioner of Correction, 
Kross continued to work to improve 
conditions in the city's jails. She 
stressed the rehabilitative values 
of education, scientific diagnosis, 
adequate medical care and psycho-
therapeutic treatment, religious 
counseling and observance, inmate 
recreation, pre-release guidance, 
and the necessity for aftercare. 
She was also responsible for the 
improved training of staff, the 
organization of a civilian watch-
dog agency for the NYCDOC, and the 
involvement of volunteer groups in 
prison work. She even fought for 
and won the construction of a new 
jail for women. 
Anna M. Kross died in August of 
1979. She will be long remembered 
for her contributions in improving 
the lot of women, children and men 
incarcerated in New York City's 
jails. 
(Do you know about a "lost" piece 
of our herstory? Help us all 
reclaim our past---send us your 
contributions to FOUND HERSTORY!) 
A conference on "Perspectives on 
Postpartum Depression" is scheduled 
for May 28-30, 1987, at the 
Pennsylvania State University. The 
issues to be covered include the 
causes of postpartum depression, 
legal issues associated with 
criminal responsibility for acts 
arising from it, and treatment and 
prevention approaches. The fee of 
$225 for the two days includes the 
cost of materials and two meals. 
For more information, contact: 
Charles Herd, Coordinator 
Pennsylvania State University 
Faculty Building 
University Park, PA 16802 
(814) 863-1740 
PUBLICATIONS 
IN THE NEWS 
* The International Journal of the 
Sociology of Law has an editorial 
policy now favoring articles which 
have a feminist perspective. 
According to editor Maureen 
Cain, in the past special issues 
have been devoted to gender and 
feminist research. But the journal 
now expects_ to publish two or three 
feminist articles in each 
forthcoming issue, in addition to 
their usual range of articles. 
Papers for consideration should be 
· sent in triplicate to: 
Maureen Cain, Editor 
Institute of Criminology 
University of Cambridge 
7 West Road, Cambridge U.K. 
(submitted by Kathleen Daly, Yale) 
* There is a new journal coming 
out which may be of interest to 
Division members. Called Gender and 
Society, it is the official journal 
of Sociologists for Women in 
Society and is being put out by 
Sage. Judith Lorber of the Graduate 
Center and Brooklyn College, CUNY, 
serves as editor. 
According to Sage advertisments, 
the new journal "focuses on the 
social and structural study of 
gender as a basic principle of the 
social order and as a primary 
social category", and the journal 
"aims to advance both the study of 
gender and feminist scholarship". 
Contact Sage for more information. 
IDEAS NEEDED FOR THE 
STUDENT OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
Donna Hale, chair of the 
Division Student Outreach Committee 
needs all the suggestions or ideas 
you may have for how to enhance the 
annual ASC meeting experience for 
students and make them aware of the 
Division, and encourage their 
continued participation in ASC and 
the Division. 
In order to plan for the 1987 
ASC meetings, she needs your input 
by April 1. Contact her at the 
University of Baltimore, 1420 North 
Charles Street, Baltimore, MD, 
21201 ("301-625-3242). 
AWARDS NOMINATIONS BEING SOUGHT 
The Division on Women and Crime 
would like to encourage the 
nomination of outstanding female or 
feminist criminologists for the 
annual awards given by the American 
Society of Criminology. The Awards 
Committee of the Division invites 
your nominations for any of the ASC 
awards. Awards categories and brief 
descriptions will run in future 
newsletter issues, or are available 
from Sara Hall. 
The important thing is that if 
you have a nominee, it would be 
very helpful for you to draft 
strong letters. According to ASC 
Awards Committee members, it is not 
the number of nomination letters 
received which influences the 
committee's choice but the 
nominee's record as evidenced in 
the documentation provided by those 
making the nomination. 
. For more info or to submit 
nominations, contact: 
Lynne Goodstein, Director 
Women's Studies Program 
13 Sparks Building 
Pennsylvania State University 
University Park, PA 16802 
Division on Women and Crime 
American Society of Criminology 
1314 Kinnear Road 
Columbus, Ohio 43212 
PUBLISHER'S STATEMENT 
The DivisioNews is the official 
newsletter of the Division of Women 
and Crime of the American Society 
of Criminology. The DivisioNews 
accepts no advertising, but does 
accept both private and commercial 
underwriting. Inquiries should be 
directed to: 
Chris Rasche, Editor 
University of North Florida 
4567 St. Johns Bluff Road 
Jacksonville, Florida 32216 
904-646-2850 
RESEARCH REQUESTS: 
* Any recent work on female 
delinquency, for a book on the 
topic. Contact: Meda Chesney-Lind, 
University of Hawaii at Manoa, 
Hawaii Hall, 2500 Campus Rd., 
Honolulu, Hawaii, 96822. 
* Any articles or leads on 
data pertinent to female offenders, 
female victims, women as profess-
ionals, challenging crim theories, 
or effecting changes, for a book on 
women and crime. Contact: Joanne 
Belknap, Dept. of C.J., University 
of Cincinnati, French Hall (ML 108) 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45221-0108. 
